MINUTES

SRDC BOARD/FULL COMMISSION BUSINESS MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 8, 2010 at 2:30 P.M.

MN WEST COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL COLLEGE, WORTHINGTON, MN

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Gary Sorenson, Commissioners Adolfo Avila, David Benson, Miron Carney, Gary Dahms, Sandy Demuth, Fabian Deutsch, Bob Fenske, Werner Fischer, Darrel Hage, Linda Halbur, Larry Hansen, Eloise Hauschild, Dave Henkels, Darrell Holmberg, Rocky Kolar, Cynde Livingston,  Richard Peterson, Bill Sauer, Charles Swan, Lyle Ten Haken, Marv Tinklenberg. 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Commissioners Wally Bucher, Bob Byrnes, Darrel Denney, Lori Grant, Bob Jarchow, Paul Langseth, Craig Myers, Les Nath,  Richard Shrubb, Steve Top, Dan Zimansky. 

GUESTS PRESENT: Monica Fischer,  Liz Hansen, Jeannine Holmberg, Laurie Thompson.  

STAFF PRESENT:  Executive Director Jay Trusty, Annette Bair,   Dianne Crowley, Nan Larson, Gail Radke, Kathy Schreiber, John Shepard, Robin Weis, and Rhonda Wynia. 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Sorenson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

ADDITIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

There were no additions to the meeting agenda. 

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Tinklenberg and seconded by Commissioner Fischer to approve the agenda. Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

MINUTES

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Kolar and seconded by Commissioner Sauer to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2010 SRDC Public Hearing on the SRDC’s FY2011 budget, the May 13, 2010 Joint Board/Full Commission meeting, and the June 10, 2010 Board of Directors meeting.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

SRDC FINANCE REPORT

Treasurer Hansen presented Commissioners with the June Receipt/Expenditure Report through the end of June in addition to the Treasurer’s Report as of July 7, 2010. The Treasurer’s report shows funds available for cash flow purposes and investments. We have received the collected tax settlements from all 9 counties for the end of the year. Next debt service payment is in August for interest only.
M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fischer and seconded by Commissioner Dahms to approve the June Receipt/Expenditure Report as presented.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

Finance Director Dianne Crowley referred attendees to a copy of the SRDC’s Administrative Report as of June 30th.   To balance the FY2010 budget, the Commission will use approximately $49,000 of reserves instead of the mid-year projection of using $69,000 of reserves. 

Crowley reported that the Commission currently has funds in seven of the ten financial institutions listed in our depository designation.  In June, the SRDC Board discussed whether or not it was necessary to survey again for FY2011 or if every two years was adequate.  The Board recommends surveying our Region’s financial institutions every two years. 

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Dahms and seconded by Commissioner Fenske to approve the recommendation of the Board to wait until next year to survey the region’s financial institutions for possible Commission depository designation in FY2012.   Upon vote taken; Ayes-21 Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

PROJECT REVIEWS

Staff presented three project reviews for Commission consideration.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fischer, and seconded by Commissioner Dahms to accept the report in regards to the Service Enterprises, Inc. of MN Rural Development application.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Sauer, and seconded by Commissioner Hauschild to accept the report in regards to the City of Ivanhoe’s application to Rural Development.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fenske, and seconded by Commissioner Benson to accept the report in regards to the City of Arco’s application to Rural Development.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.
Commissioners were also informed of two applications that staff just received in the office (City of Cottonwood multi-purpose project and Prairie Rose wind farm) and will be submitting comments on prior to the next SRDC meeting scheduled for September 9th.

CONTRACTS

Deputy Director Nan Larson referred Commissioners to the Administrative Contract between the SRDC and the City of Worthington for the EDA bioscience testing and training center business incubator project.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fischer and seconded by Commissioner Tinklenberg to approve the contract between the City of Worthington and the SRDC as presented. Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

Larson then presented a Service Contract between Wanda Daniels and the SRDC.   Daniels is a banker from the Fulda Credit Union and was recently appointed to serve on the SRDC’s RLF Committee.  Said contract will provide Daniels with per diem and mileage reimbursement for her service on the RLF.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fenske and seconded by Commissioner Dahms to approve the Service Contract as presented between Wanda Daniels and the SRDC.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

Executive Director Trusty informed Commissioners that Annette Bair will be giving an energy presentation in Faribault County at their request.  A Service Contract will be signed by the Executive Director for Bair’s services to said entity.

COMMITTEE REPORTS REQUIRING COMMISSION ACTION

Budget and Personnel Report

Committee Chairman Larry Hansen reported that the public hearing on the SRDC’s FY2011 budget was held on May 13th.   He then referred Commissioners to the FY2011 budget contained in their meeting packet.  The most significant change in FY2011 is the addition of the Return to Community project under the Client Service Center.   There were no questions.

Commission Chair Sorenson informed Commissioners that the Executive Committee had met to discuss the Executive Director’s salary adjustment which is in line with the percentage provided to the SRDC staff for FY2011 rounding off to the nearest 1,000.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Fischer and seconded by Commissioner Benson to approve the recommendation of the Executive Committee regarding the Executive Director’s salary adjustment for FY2011.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Benson and seconded by Commissioner Ten Haken to approve the SRDC’s FY2011 budget and indirect cost plan as recommended by the Board of Directors following the public hearing.   Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0. Motion Carried.


Transportation Committee Report
Physical Development Director Annette Bair summarized the FY2010 SRDC Transportation Work Program Report.  The report was broken down into the following categories: core transportation activities, secondary transportation activities, and transportation activities under other funding resources.  Bair stated that budget information was also available for said activities.  

M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Ten Haken and seconded by Commissioner Petersen to approve the SRDC’s FY2010 Transportation Work Program Report as presented.  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.   Motion Carried.


Executive Director/Chairman’s Report

Executive Director Trusty reported on DEED Commissioner McElroy’s visit to the SRDC Offices last week.  Commissioners Sorenson, Benson, and Tinklenberg, along with staff, were in attendance for the luncheon meeting.    Deputy Director Larson then provided an update on the MRDC Network sponsored booth at the LMC Conference.   The RDC Executive Directors quarterly meeting will be held in Bemidji this quarter.   An update on filling three Commissioner vacancies was then provided.   The tentative agenda for the NADO Annual Conference in San Diego was included in the meeting packet.  Chairman Sorenson, Executive Director Trusty, and Deputy Director Nan Larson will be attending.

OTHER ISSUES
NADO DUES

Chairman Sorenson stated that the invoice for the NADO Dues for the upcoming year has not yet been received.


Health Care Reform

Senior Outreach Specialist Gail Radke referred Commissioners to information on Health Reform and Medicare, highlighting areas which have been of most concern to Medicare recipients.   Senior LinkAge Line® statistics for CY2009 were also shared.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chairman Sorenson referred Commissioners to their agenda which contained meeting announcements. He reminded Board Members that the August meeting has been cancelled.  The Executive Committee will meet in August if warranted.

ADJOURN
          Chairman Sorenson adjourned the SRDC Full Commission business meeting at 3:05 p.m.
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MINUTES

SRDC BOARD/FULL COMMISSION ANNUAL MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 8, 2010 at 4:00 P.M.

MINNESOTA WEST COMMUNITY COLLEGE, WORTHINGTON, MN
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Gary Sorenson, Commissioners Adolfo Avila, David Benson, Miron Carney, Gary Dahms, Sandy Demuth, Fabian Deutsch, Bob Fenske, Werner Fischer, Darrel Hage, Linda Halbur, Larry Hansen, Eloise Hauschild, Dave Henkels, Darrell Holmberg, Rocky Kolar, Cynde Livingston,  Richard Peterson, Bill Sauer, Charles Swan, Lyle Ten Haken, Marv Tinklenberg. 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Commissioners Wally Bucher, Bob Byrnes, Darrel Denney, Lori Grant, Bob Jarchow, Paul Langseth, Craig Myers, Les Nath,  Richard Shrubb, Steve Top, Dan Zimansky. 

GUESTS PRESENT: Guest List Attached. 
STAFF PRESENT:  Executive Director Jay Trusty, Annette Bair,   Nicole Brandt, Helen Brinks, Dianne Crowley, Katie Gillette, Nan Larson, Gail Radke,  Kathy Schreiber, John Shepard, Julie Stewart, Linda Tobias, Doreen Veenhuis, Robin Weis, and Rhonda Wynia. 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Sorenson called the SRDC Annual Meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

WELCOME

Worthington Mayor Al Oberloh welcomed meeting attendees to the City of Worthington.

SRDC CHAIRMAN GARY SORENSON’S WELCOME & ADDRESS 
Chairman Gary Sorenson spoke of SRDC activities and changes at the Commission during his tenure as Commission Chair since July, 2007.  Sorenson has chosen not to file for Cottonwood County Commissioner and therefore will no longer be a representative on the SRDC at the end of this calendar year.  Sorenson thanked staff and fellow Commissioners for their support. 

INTRODUCTIONS

Commissioners, staff, and guests introduced themselves.

SRDC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JAY TRUSTY’S ADDRESS

Executive Director Trusty highlighted the past year and the numerous activities that staff have been involved in to include the bioscience project in Worthington, hazard mitigation, CERTs, the new contract with AURI, Rural MN Energy Board, Return to Community project under the Aging program, and regional transportation issues.   
Trusty then spoke of the RDC’s work with NADO to include defederalization of our RLF funding with the Economic Development Administration.  Even though the SRDC has revolved their original loan almost six times it is still considered federal funds.  NADO and RDC staff have been working hard on the federal level to get new language in this regard.  Outmigration and economic distress criteria in regards to Federal EDA funding is also another area of concern.  In closing Trusty stated that even though the Commission had to use some of its reserves this past year that was not surprising what with the local economy.    Staff are busy and there are a number of projects coming down the pike.  He thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting. 

SRDC STAFF RECOGNITION

The following Commission employees were recognized for their meritorious service to the SRDC: Julie Stewart, Information & Referral Specialist (5 years); and John Shepard, Development Planner (5 years).   The following SRDC Client Service Center & Senior LinkAge® Line staff received recognition for achieving Boston University Certification: Nicole Brandt, Katie Gillette, Julie Stewart, and Linda Tobias.

REGIONAL PROJECT RECOGNITIONS
Each year the Development Commission recognizes one or more projects within the region that have a significant impact on SW Minnesota. Chairman Sorenson stated that this year the City of Worthington’s Bioscience Testing & Training Center/Business Incubator Project was being recognized.  The City of Worthington and its key partners, the Worthington Regional Economic Development Corporation and the SW Regional Development Commission developed an application to the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration, to fund the project.  Representatives from all were then recognized. In addition, the City of Worthington committed state funding it had received as well as other local funding to ensure the project’s success.   

LEGISLATIVE COMMENTS
Legislative Committee Chair David Benson spoke of wind energy and federal production tax credit.    Representative Rod Hamilton then highlighted the past legislative session and spoke of the importance of keeping lines of communication open.  Meredith Salsbery from Congressman Tim Walz’s office stated that the Congressman is more committed than ever and is working hard for his constituents.  She then summarized current issues of importance.

GUEST SPEAKER 

Laurie Thompson, Deputy Executive Director of the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) which is located on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC was the guest speaker.   The SRDC is a member of NADO and Executive Director Trusty sits on its Board.   NADO is a membership organization primarily made up of organizations like the SRDC: multi-county, regional development organizations that run many programs and services based on the specific and unique needs of their regions.  Ms. Thompson spoke of NADO and the programs it is currently undertaking to promote regional development in some of the Nation’s most distressed and often rural areas.  One of the biggest challenges facing rural American is making sure the rural voice is heard. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairman Sorenson announced that in compliance with the Commission’s By-Laws an appointed Nominating Committee comprised of Commissioners Byrnes, Fischer, and Tinklenberg will report to the Full Commission on nominations for the following 1 Year Term positions: Treasurer and Secretary.  
Nominating Committee spokesman Commissioner Tinklenberg stated that the Nominations Committee had met regarding the election of officers and are presenting the following recommendations:  Treasurer-Larry Hansen, and Secretary-Lyle Ten Haken.  
M/S/P
Motion made by Commissioner Tinklenberg and seconded by Commissioner Hauschild that nominations cease and that an unanimous ballot be cast for  Larry Hansen as Treasurer (1 Year Term), and Lyle Ten Haken as Secretary (1 Year Term).  Upon vote taken; Ayes-21, Nays-0.  Motion Carried.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Sorenson thanked everyone for attending today’s Annual Meeting.   Chairman Sorenson adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.
Dinner and Entertainment provided by the Nobles County Integration Collaborative followed.
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