
 

 

City of 
Edgerton 
Active 
Living 
Plan 

February 

2016 

This project was supported by the City of Edgerton and a grant from the 
Southwest Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP).  

Prepared by 
the Southwest 
Regional 
Development 
Commission  



ii 
 

EDGERTON ACTIVE LIVING PLAN 

Why Active Living?  
ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
say: Is the function of this place to create wealth or is the function of this particular roadway to 
move cars quickly?...  

The highest returning types of building form--are the kind that were built prior to WWII.  It's where 
you've got the line of shops with a second story of apartment or living unit.  The kind of stuff that 
you see on Main Streets all over this country.  There's a reason our ancestors built that way.  It's 
really, really financially productive.  Some of the obstacles to doing that today: one of them includes 
the fact that we've just over-engineered and over-built our streets.  A lot of that comes from 
national standards that have been established; a lot of it comes from the way that funding comes 
down through the Feds and the state and the mandates that come with that in terms of what the 
design capacities have to be.  But one of the simplest solutions to getting these neighborhoods back 
is just to go out and narrow up the street lanes. When you narrow up the street lanes, cars drive 
slower, people feel more comfortable there. They walk across the streets, to a store across the 
street. And in a real subtle and cheap way you get a lot more pedestrian traffic, a lot more retail, a 
lot more people. And people spend money, and that's what makes a place wealthier. When people 
are there, people invest moreΦέ1 

Active Living is a way of life that integrates physical activity into your daily routine.  It starts with 
choosing to walk or bike instead of taking the car.  This choice is influenced by the built 
environment.   

Goal: To enable the City of Edgerton to become a more walkable community through strategic 
pedestrian improvements outlined in the Edgerton Active Living Plan.  

Objective: Identify destinations, gaps, areas of concern, and prioritize projects for addressing 
pedestrian infrastructure in the City of Edgerton.  

A Proposal: Think about walkability and bikeability when considering decisions that influence the 

built environment.  

 
                                                           
 

1
 Econ Talk. Charles Marohn on Strong Towns, Urban Development, and the Future of American Cities.  Accessed: 

5/13/15. Available: http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2014/05/charles_marohn.html 
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For more information regarding Active Living, contact: 

 
 
City of Edgerton 
801 1st Ave W 
Edgerton, MN 56128 
Phone: 507.442.7891 
http://edgertonmn.com/index.php 
 

 
 
Southwest Regional Development Commission 
2401 Broadway Ave, Ste 1 
Slayton, MN  56172 
Phone: 507.836.8547 
www.swrdc.org 
 

 

Southwest Statewide Health Improvement Program 
Southwest Minnesota Health & Human Services 
607 West Main, Suite 200 
Marshall, MN 56258 
http://www.swmhhs.com/ 
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CHAPTER 1: Introduction  

I  Introduction  
Active Living Plans are community plans to promote an active lifestyle for all residents.  The focus of this 
Active Living Plan was on identifying destinations, gaps in pedestrian infrastructure (sidewalks and 
trails), areas of concern, and prioritizing projects to make the community more pedestrian friendly. 
 Through the implementation of this plan, the City of Edgerton will become more walkable and bikeable, 
and this will encourage the community to be more physically active.  By promoting a more active 
lifestyle, there are a number of positive externalities that include: economic benefits, reduced traffic 
congestion, better air quality, and an overall healthier community. 

 άIn 1969, approximately 50 percent of children in the US walked or bicycled to school, with 

approximately 87 percent of children living within one mile of school walking or bicycling. 

Today, fewer than 15 percent of schoolchildren walk or bicycle to school.  As a result, kids 

today are less active, lesǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΦέ2 

Benefits  

There are a number of individual and community benefits of creating a more pedestrian friendly 

community.    

Economic Development Benefits 

Economic Development does not have one singular definition.  Attracting businesses is only one strategy 

for economic development.  Another strategy is to concentrate on attracting and retaining residents.  

Part of that strategy is planning for pedestrians and developing community facilities.  Supporting walking 

and biking can have a positive impact on attracting and retaining residents, businesses, and workers.  

Compact, walkable developments provide economic development benefits through increased property 

values, enhanced marketability, and faster sales than conventional developments.3   

Livability is a primary economic development strategy.  A significant element of livability is creating a 

pedestrian friendly community.  The City of Edgerton does have a well-developed network of sidewalks, 

but there are gaps, connectivity issues, and some of these sidewalks are not in the best condition.  There 

is only one trail in Edgerton leading to the campground.  Additional trails and sidewalks can tools to 

attract and retain residents.       

Property values are one of the more significant variables impacting where people want to live.  When 

you build or buy a house you want to have a return on your investment.  Another element of the 

economic ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀƭƪŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ  άHouses with the 

                                                           
 

2
 Safe Routes to School National Partnership. Accessed: 12/26/14. Available: 

http://saferoutespartnership.org/about/history/what-is-safe-routes-to-school 
3
 Transportation Policy Institute: Accessed: 1/22/15. Available: http://www.vtpi.org/walkability.pdf 
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above-average levels of walkability command a preƳƛǳƳ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ϷпΣллл ǘƻ ϷопΣлллΦέ4  Higher property 

values can help to increase the tax base for your city.  In the City of Edgerton, higher property values 

could help to entice new housing construction.  Currently, the cost of building a new home in some 

areas of Southwest Minnesota may not generate a positive net return when trying to sell the new 

house.  The construction costs of a new home are higher than the market price of a house in the region.  

This is only one of the reasons why several cities in Southwest Minnesota are facing housing shortages.   

The National Realtors Association points to the changing behavioǊ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳȅŜǊǎΣ άpeople prefer to live 

in communities that allow them to walk to shops, parks and other destinations and will pay more for a 

home that allows them to do just thatΦέ5  First time home buyers are looking for neighborhoods and 

cities that arŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀƭƪŀōƭŜΦ  άMillennials, though, are just part of the picture. As baby boomers get 

ƻƭŘŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

where they can age in place.έ6  This is a national trend and Southwest Minnesota needs to recognize 

livability, walkability, and bikeability as economic development tools.   

Southwest Minnesota has had difficulties attracting workers to move to the region.  Southwest 

Minnesota has some of the lowest unemployment rates in the state.  Southwest MN has about as many 

people unemployed, as there are jobs available; however, factors on both the supply side and the 

demand side come into play.  On the supply side, hiring difficulties are generally caused by a mismatch 

between job requirements and the training, skills, and experience of the applicant.  On the demand side, 

ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

geographic location, etc.  

How can the City of Edgerton and other cities in southwest Minnesota attract people to their city?   

} Concentrate on livability as an economic development strategy. 

} Make land use decisions that encourage compact efficient developments that are pedestrian 

friendly and increase connectivity. 

} Promote regional activities to highlight everything southwest Minnesota has to offer.  A livability 

strategy needs to be regional, since it is difficult to market a smaller population city on your 

own.   

                                                           
 

4
 National Realtors Association. The Value of Walkability. Accessed: 5/13/15. Available: 

http://www.realtor.org/newsroom/real-estate-story-ideas/the-value-of-walkability Source: Brookings Institute: 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2012/05/25-walkable-places-leinberger 
5
 National Realtors Association. The Value of Walkability. Accessed: 5/13/15. Available: 

http://www.realtor.org/newsroom/real-estate-story-ideas/the-value-of-walkability Source: Brookings Institute: 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2012/05/25-walkable-places-leinberger 
6
 Builder Magazine. Why Smart Builders Care About Walkability. Accessed: 5/29/15. Available: 

http://www.buil deronline.com/land/development/why-smart-builders-care-about-walkability_o 

http://www.realtor.org/newsroom/real-estate-story-ideas/the-value-of-walkability
http://www.realtor.org/newsroom/real-estate-story-ideas/the-value-of-walkability
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Health Benefits 

Walking and biking are two of the most popular ways to integrate regular physical activity into your daily 

routine.  Physical activity is one of the most important things you can do for your health.  Physical 

activity can help: 

} Control your weight 

} Reduce your risk of cardiovascular disease 

} Reduce your risk for type 2 diabetes and metabolic syndrome 

} Reduce your risk of some cancers 

} Strengthen your bones and muscles 

} Improve your mental health and mood 

} Improve your ability to do daily activities and prevent falls, if you're an older adult 

} Increase your chances of living longer 

Transportation Benefits 

Communities that have pedestrian scale infrastructure and programs promoting walking and biking tend 

to be more physically active.  άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘǊŀils are 50 percent more likely to meet physical 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΦέ7  Adding pedestrian infrastructure and promoting walking and biking will help to 

reduce: 

} Roadway congestion 

} Time wasted stuck in traffic 

} Driver frustration 

} Pollution 

άRoadway improvements to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists also can enhance safety 

for motorists. For example, adding paved shoulders on two-lane roads has been shown to 

reduce the frequency of run-off-road, head-on, and sideswipe motor vehicle crashes.έ8 

                                                           
 

7
 Active Living Research. Accessed: 1/22/15. Available: 

http://activelivingresearch.org/files/ALR_Brief_ActiveTransportation_0.pdf 
8
 University of North Caralina Highway Safety Research Center. Accessed: 1/22/15. Available: 

http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/data/factsheet.cfm 

http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#ControlWeight
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#ReduceCardiovascularDisease
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#ReduceDiabetes
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#ReduceCancer
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#StrengthenBonesMuscle
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#ImproveMentalHealth
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#PreventFalls
http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/health/index.html#LiveLonger
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Environmental Benefits 

Newer developments in cities have moved away from sidewalks on both sides of the street, having 

garages facing the alleyway behind the house, and having similar sized lots.  This creates a disincentive 

to walk and bike and decreases the interconnectedness of the community.  A study conducted by the 

University of British Columbia found that lowering neighborhoodsΩ walkability increases the use of 

motor vehicles and, therefore, raises the air pollution and body mass index per capita.9  Cul-de-Sacs 

were also found to decrease the walkability of a neighborhood.   

Motor vehicle traffic generated by the travel to and from school adds 20 to 30 percent more traffic 

volume to the roads.10  Replacing short trips with walking or biking can help reduce air pollution and 

energy consumption.  There are also a number of health benefits (refer to health benefits above).    

Geographic Location  

City of Edgerton 

The City of Edgerton is located in Pipestone County in the southwestern corner of Minnesota.  With a 

population of 1,189, Edgerton is the second largest city in Pipestone County.11  Edgerton is 

approximately 15 miles southeast from the city of Pipestone and is home to the Dutch Festival, held 

annually the second weekend in July.  The City of Edgerton has a unique small town feel and is proud of 

their ethnic heritage.   

Edgerton has terrific schools (both public and private), churches that welcome guests and members with 

open arms, and a strong economy supported by local agriculture, several manufacturers, and numerous 

small, thriving businesses.  In Edgerton, you will find a public elementary and high school, two private 

elementary schools and a private high school.  In addition, there is a strong early education program for 

children (and their parents) beginning as early as age three.   

Edgerton has a vibrant business community.  There are two grocery stores, two hardware stores, two 

car dealerships, several hair and beauty salons, two card and gift shops, a bakery, a bank, a shoe repair 

shop, a weekly newspaper, eye care office, medical clinic, chiropractic clinic, and a meat market.  Our 

main street businesses pride themselves in drawing customers from throughout the county and beyond.  

In addition, there are a number of public services that include: a post office, library, and volunteer 

ambulance and fire department. 

Pipestone County 

Pipestone County is located in southwest Minnesota.  The county is bordered on the north by Lincoln 

County, on the south by Rock County, on the west by South Dakota, and on the east by Murray County.  

                                                           
 

9
 Environmental Health Perspectives. Healthy Neighborhoods: Walkability and Air Pollution. Accessed 1/22/15. 

Available: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2801167/ 
10

 Safe Routes to School Guide. Accessed: 1/22/15. Available: http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/pdf/SRTS-
Guide_Introduction.pdf 
11

 City of Edgerton. Information Request: 6/18/15.   

http://edgertonmn.com/events/dutch_festival.php
http://edgertonmn.com/community/schools.php
http://edgertonmn.com/community/churches.php
http://edgertonmn.com/business/directory.php
http://edgertonmn.com/business/directory_a-z.php?js=1
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Cities within Pipestone County include: Edgerton, Hatfield, Holland, Ihlen, Jasper (partially in Rock 

County), Pipestone (county seat), Ruthton, Trosky, and Woodstock.   

Figure  #1   Pipestone  County Jurisdiction Map  

 



 

6 
 

CHAPTER II : Planning Process 

II Planning Process 
The City of Edgerton Active Living Planning Process was an efficient planning process that was based on 

identifying destinations, gaps, areas of concern, and potential projects.  The Planning Team consists of 

community members and city staff who attended the two community meetings.   

Planning Process  

ü ²ƛƪƛƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ όŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎΧύ 

ü Community Meeting #1 

ü Community Survey 

ü Community Meeting #2 

ü City Council will rank projects 

Wikimapping 
Wikimapping is an online public input tool community members can use to identify issues regarding 
walking and biking in the City of Edgerton.   Community members can provide input by adding a point or 
route on an interactive map or by commenting on existing posts.  Wikimapping was an effective way of 
engaging community members who were not able to attend the two community meetings.   

Community members could add points on an interactive map regarding: barriers to walking and biking, 

bus and transit stops, existing bike parking, lighting is poor, need bike parking, places I go, problem 

intersection, school, driving issue, traffic and congestion, and trash is an issue.  Community members 

could add a route on the interactive map regarding: existing on street bike route, high stress area 

όǎǇŜŜŘκ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎύΣ ƴƻ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΣ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ōƛƪŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΣ ǊƻǳǘŜ 

to and from after school activity, route to and from school, shortcut I use (not a trail or road), sidewalk 

in poor condition.  When a community member clicks on a point the user can select one of these 

categories and a box will appear.  The user can then write a description of the issue in the box.  Other 

users can click on the point or route and agree, disagree, or abstain with the comment.  Other users can 

also comment on the existing comment. 

Community Meeting #1 
The first community meeting was held at City Hall on August 31st, 2015, from 5pm to 6:30pm.  The 

agenda for the meeting was to discuss the local issues and concerns that were identified via 

Wikimapping and conversations with community members.   Community members were also able to 

identify additional issues and concerns that were not identified before the meeting.  The first meeting 

was an opportunity to discuss the existing conditions and voice opinions and concerns regarding walking 

and biking in Edgerton.   
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Community Survey 
A Community Survey was distributed between the first and second community meetings.  The survey 

was distributed via email through coƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ŘƎŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ 

website and Facebook.  The survey was also available in hard copy at City Hall and the Edgerton Library.  

The survey was another tool to engage community members who were not able to attend the two 

community meetings.  The survey asked community members eight questions.  Five of these questions 

had community members quantify the category on a scale of one to 10.  The Edgerton Community 

Assessment Survey can be found in the Appendix to this plan.  

 The quantitative and qualitative questions include: 
ü Did you have room to walk? 

ü Was it easy to cross the street? 

ü Did drivers behave well? 

ü Could you follow safety rules? 

ü Was your walk pleasant? 

ü General atmosphere (summary of all the categories) 

The qualitative questions included: 

ü Are there any routes you would like to walk and currently cannot due to safety issues, existing 

gaps in the sidewalk network, or other pedestrian infrastructure that discourages you from 

walking or biking?  

ü Please highlight on the map the route you walked or biked in Edgerton. 

Community Meeting #2 
The second community meeting was held at City Hall on October 6th, 2015, from 7pm to 8:15pm.  The 

agenda for the meeting was to discuss potential goals and strategies regarding walking and biking in 

Edgerton.  There were a number of issues that were identified and discussed at the first community 

meeting on August 31st.  At the second meeting, community members were still able to discuss existing 

conditions that were not identified at the first meeting. 

City Council Meeting 
A draft Edgerton Active Living Plan was presented to the Edgerton City Council on January 6th, 2016.  The 

City Council was asked to rank the goals and strategies and provide feedback regarding the plan.  A 

Complete Streets Policy was also presented to the City Council as a next step in ensuring pedestrians are 

being considered in all land use decisions.  The Complete Streets Policy can be found in the Appendix to 

this plan.   
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CHAPTER III : Existing Conditions 

III Existing Conditions  

Existing Health Issues  

Research conducted by the USDA shows that one in three American children are overweight or obese, 

putting them at risk of preventable disease like diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart disease.12  In 

2010, the obesity rate in Pipestone County was 27 percent while the state average was 26 percent.  In 

2014, the obesity rate in Pipestone County was 29 percent while the state average was 26 percent.13   

According to the 2013 Minnesota Student Survey, on a typical day 24 percent of Pipestone County 5th 

graders reported that they spend zero hours going outside, taking a walk, or going for a bike ride during 

a typical day.14  Only half of Pipestone County 5th graders are getting the recommended 60 minutes of 

activity a day.   In 2013, 31 percent of Pipestone County 9th grade students reported being obese.15 

Figure  #2    Obesity Health Risks  

 
                                                           
 

12
 Kuphal Kyle and Fodness Mavis. New school meal standards target obesity. Accessed 12/26/14. Available at: 

http://www.pipestonestar.com/Stories/Story.cfm?SID=38130 
13

 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. County Health Rankings. Accessed 12/26/14. Available: 
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/minnesota/2014/rankings/pipestone/county/outcomes/overall/snapsh
ot 
14

 Minnesota Department of Health. Minnesota Student Survey. Accessed: 12/29/14. Available: 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/mss/countytables/pipestone13.pdf 
15

 Minnesota Department of Health. Minnesota Student Survey. Accessed: 12/29/14. Available: 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/mss/countytables/pipestone13.pdf 

http://www.pipestonestar.com/Stories/Story.cfm?SID=38130
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Figure  #3  Adult Obesity in Pipestone  County 

RWJF16 

Being overweight or obese not only increases the risk of premature death and many other diseases and 

health conditions, but there are substantial economic costs as well.  There are both direct and indirect 

costs associated with being overweight or obese.  Direct costs are the higher medical costs associated 

with diagnosing, treating, and trying to prevent conditions related to being overweight or obese. 

Indirect costs of being overweight and obese include morbidity and mortality costs such as lost 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀōǎŜƴǘŜŜƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  ά.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŝǎǘimates, the overall financial 

burden of obesity in Minnesota in 2006 was estimated at $2.8 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΦέ17  The medical costs associated 

with obesity nationally were estimated at $147 billion in 2008.  This translates into a $1,429 higher 

yearly medical cost for people who are obese over those of normal weight.17  

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǊ 

bicycled to school.  Nationally, only 13 percent of students grades Kindergarten through 8th grade 

reported usually walking or bicycling to school in 2009, while 48 percent of kindergarten students 

                                                           
 

16
 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. County Health Rankings. Accessed: 12/30/14. Available: 

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/minnesota/2014/rankings/Pipestone 
/county/outcomes/overall/snapshot 
17

 Minnesota Medicine. The Obesity Challenge. 12/26/14 Available at: 
http://www.minnesotamedicine.com/PastIssues/December2012/theobesitychallenge.aspx 
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through 8th grade reported usually walking or bicycling to school in 1969.  Distance is a strong indicator 

associated with how children get to school, but only 35 percent of kindergarten through 8th grade 

students nationally, who lived within a mile of school, reported usually walking or bicycling to school 

once a week.  In 1969, 89 percent of kindergarten through 8th grade students, who lived within a mile of 

school, reported usually walking or bicycling to school once a week.18   

Figure  #4  Trends in Childhood Obesity & Overweight  

 
            CDC, Nation Center for Health Statistics 

 

Just a decade or two ago, a large number of children were free-range children.  These children walked or 

bicycled around the neighborhood and community being more independent.   Increasingly children are 

dependent on their parents for transportation.  Instead of walking or bicycling children are getting rides.  

Five to seven percent of vehicle miles traveled and 10 to 14 percent of all personal vehicle trips made in 

high traffic times in the morning are personal vehicles taking Kindergarten through 8th grade students 

to school.19 

Reducing the number of vehicle trips would create a more efficient, safe, and connected community. 

Getting children walking and bicycling again is one way to combat inactivity and the dramatic rise in 

obesity.  Addressing obesity through Safe Routes to School and promoting an active lifestyle has a 

number of positive externalities.  

                                                           
 

18
 The National Center for Safe Routes to School. How Children Get to School: School Travel Patterns from 1969 to 

2009. Accessed: 12/26/2012. Available: 
http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/resources/NHTS_school_travel_report_2011_0.pdf 
19

 The National Center for Safe Routes to School. How Children Get to School. Accessed 12/31/2014. Available: 
http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/resources/NHTS_school_travel_report_2011_0.pdf 

http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/resources/NHTS_school_travel_report_2011_0.pdf
http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/resources/NHTS_school_travel_report_2011_0.pdf
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Traffic Volumes  

The Edgerton Active Living Planning Process analyzed traffic volumes from 2013.   

Figure  #5       Traffic Volumes ɀ City of  Edgerton  

 

 

 

Crash Data 

The Edgerton Active living Planning Process analyzed crash data within the City of Edgerton.  Within the 

City of Edgerton, there were 27 reported crash occurrences from 2004 through April 2015.  One of the 

outlined crashes involved a pedestrian (none of the crashes were fatal).  There were no reported crashes 

involving a biker.   
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Figure  #6   Crash Data ɀ City of Edgerton  

 

The crash involving a pedestrian occurred at the intersection of Maple Street and Main Street.  The 

severity of the crash was incapacitating injury, but it was not fatal.   
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 Figure  #7   Crash Data ɀ PED 
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 Figure  #8   Edgerton  Sidewalk Map  
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Walkability & Bikeability  

Community members in the City of Edgerton had an opportunity to rank the existing conditions in 

regards to walking and biking on a scale of one to 10 (10 being best and 1 being the worst).  The 

categories that were ranked include: general atmosphere, did you have room to walk, was it easy to 

cross streets, did drivers behave well, could you follow safety rules, and was your walk pleasant.  Refer 

to Appendix for the survey and the variables that impact each category.  Below is a summary of the 

ranking for arrival and departure. 

Table #1       Community Survey Summary  

General 

Atmosphere 

Room to 

Walk Easy to Cross 

Drivers Behave 

Well 

Follow Safety 

Rules Walk Pleasant 

7.4 6.7 7.9 7.3 8.3 7.9 

 

Main Themes  

ü Gaps in the sidewalk network 

ü Some sidewalks are in bad condition (uneven) 

ü Sidewalks:  

o Need to be cleared of snow 

o Need to be repaired when in poor condition 

ü Vehicles not stopping for pedestrians in crosswalks 

ü Lighting is an issue in some parts of town 

Below is a summary of comments ς this is not an exhaustive list of comments.  The list of comments 

highlights issues and needs that were identified in the Community Survey.    

General Atmosphere:  

ü ά{ƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΦέ 

ü ά[ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΦέ 

ü ά±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦέ 

ü άaƻǎǘƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƴƻǘ ƪŜǇǘ ŎƭŜŀƴΦέ 

ü ά¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ƙave them and some areas don't. 

I feel all areas, especially the new developments need to have an ordinance that sidewalks are 

ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅΦέ 
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ü άbƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎέ 

Room to walk: 

ü ά{ƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΦέ 

ü άSidewalks or paths start anŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦ .ǊƻƪŜƴ ƻǊ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 

ü ά{ǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇέ 

ü άbƻ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊƻǳǘŜΦέ 

ü άLǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ς ǘƘŀƴƪǎέ 

ü άLƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƴƻǿΦέ 

ü ά{ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ Řƻƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛƴd more and more people 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦέ 

Easy to Cross Street:  

ü άaŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ IƻǿŀǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ς tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦέ 

ü ά/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ōȅ / {ǘƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ CŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ оǇƳΦέ 

ü  άhƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ / ǎǘƻǊŜΦέ 

ü ά¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ ф Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻƴϥǘ ǎƭƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ŎǊƻǎǎǿŀƭƪǎΦέ 

ü άDo not know if drivers are going to stop and let you cross.έ 

ü ά/ǳǊōǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƳǇǎέ 

Drivers Behave Well: 

ü ά5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ п ǿŀȅ ǎǘƻǇΦέ 

ü άIƛƎƘǿŀȅ ф ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 9ŘƎŜǊǘƻƴ ōȅ Ƙƛƭƭ ōƭƛƴŘ ǎǇƻǘΦέ 

ü ά5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ 9ŘƎŜǊǘƻƴ w!w9[¸ ȅƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ όŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳύΦ  

ü άDrivers never yield to walkers!έ 

ü ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƛŜƭŘέ 

ü ά5ǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭέ 

Follow Safety Rules: 

ü άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƭƪ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪΦέ 
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ü ά/Ǌƻǎǎǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƛŎŜΦέ 

ü άaƻǎǘƭȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜƴϥǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿΦέ 

ü ά{ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ Řƻƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ 

that area of tƻǿƴΦέ 

ü ά5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ 9ŘƎŜǊǘƻƴ ƴƻǘ ȅƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŜǘŎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǘ 

ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎƪȅΦέ 

Walk Pleasant: 

ü άbƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƛǘΦέ 

ü άIƛƎƘǿŀȅ м Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊΦέ 

ü ά{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƻƎǎ ŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƛǇΦέ 

ü ά{ƻƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀ ōƛǘ ϥȅǳŎƪϥ ŀƴŘ ϥǎŎŀǊȅϥΦέ 

ü άhǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪŜǇǘΦέ 

ü άbƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƛǘέ 

ü άbƻǘ ²Ŝƭƭ [ƛǘ ς ƴƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ сǘƘ !ǾŜ ²Φōȅ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ 

ü ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ƭƛǘΦέ 

ü ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƛǘΦέ 

ü ά.ƛƪŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎƴϥǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭκǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŘŀǊƪ ŜŀǊƭȅΦέ 

ü άсǘƘ !ǾŜ ǘƻ aŀǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŘŀǊƪΦέ 

Gaps in the Sidewalk Network 

ü άElizabeth Street across from ECESΦέ 

ü άNo ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ōƛƪŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 9ŘƎŜǊǘƻƴΦέ 

ü ά¢ƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ CŜȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΦέ 

ü άCounty Road ф Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ пǘƘ !ǾŜ ǘƻ сǘƘ !ǾŜΦέ 
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Gaps in the Sidewalk & Trail Network  

A number of gaps in the sidewalk / trail network were discussed as part of the Edgerton Active Living 

Planning Process.  When examining different sidewalk gaps you have to consider the function of the 

streets.   

A Complete Street does not have a singular definition.  A Complete Street is any street you feel 
safe walking or biking on.  A Complete Street does not have to have a sidewalk on both sides of 
the street, but you have to consider all users when deciding if is safe for pedestrians.   

Different Streets require different pedestrian amenities.  Younger children may need a sidewalk to 
separate them from vehicle traffic.  Younger children may be learning how to ride a bike, so it is not safe 
for them to share the road with vehicle traffic.  When making a decision on whether a street needs 
sidewalks or not, the function of the street needs to be considered. 

Below are the three classifications that were used to describing the need for sidewalks and other 

pedestrian infrastructure on streets in Edgerton.  The classification system was based on traffic volumes, 

traffic speeds, and perceived safety.  The classification system helped to provide guidance when making 

transportation decisions.   

} Connector Streets 

Ɓ Connects primary destinations 

Ɓ Highest traffic volumes streets 

Ɓ Typically require the highest level of pedestrian amenities - Sidewalks on both sides of 
the street or a trail conveniently located along the corridor that connects key locations.   

} Neighborhood Connector Streets 

Ɓ Connects Residential Streets to Connector Streets 

Ɓ Medium level traffic volume streets 

Ɓ Typically require some pedestrian amenities ς A sidewalks on one side of the street or 
the other is required or a trail conveniently located that connects the neighborhood to 
key locations.  The sidewalk needs to have continuity throughout, so the route is not 
jumping back and forth from one side of the street to the other. 

} Residential Streets 

Ɓ All other streets 

Ɓ Lower traffic speeds 

Ɓ Lower traffic volumes 

Ɓ Typically have no sidewalk requirement.  Sidewalks are encouraged but there is no 
sidewalk requirement.   
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Figure # 9  Pedestrian Functional Classification  Map ɀ City of Edgerton   

 

Connector Streets and Neighborhood Connector Streets are generally not safe to walk on.  These streets 

require higher levels of pedestrian infrastructure and providing this pedestrian infrastructure serves 

more as a community benefit.  A number of sidewalk gaps below are along Connector Streets and 

Neighborhood Connector Streets.  Other identified sidewalk gaps are along safe routes to school or 

were identified by community members.    
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Figure  #10  County Road 9 & 6th Avenue West Sidewalk Gaps 
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Figure  #11   County Road 17 & Side Street Sidewalk Gaps 
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Figure  #12    Mechanic Street Sidewalk Gap South 

 

Figure  #13 Mechanic Street & 21st Street Sidewalk Gap  
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Figure  #14    2ÏÕÔÅ )ȭÄ ,ÉËÅ ÔÏ 5ÓÅ 
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Figure  #15    Edgerton  Walking Route  
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Figure  #16   Public Inp ut from Wikimapping ɀ Sidewalk  Gaps 
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Figure  #17  Public Input from Wikimapping ɀ Problem Intersection s 

 

ü County Road 9 and County 17: άVery fast, not safe for kids to cross alone.έ 

ü County Road 9 and 3rd Avenue: άCŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ κ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ 

ü /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ ф ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΥ ά! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ κ ǳƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  

/ŀǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘΦέ 


