
 
Cottonwood | Jackson | Lincoln | Lyon | Murray | Nobles | Pipestone | Redwood | Rock 

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE AND LEADERSHIP TO ENHANCE REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

2401 Broadway Avenue, Suite 1, Slayton, MN 56172 | 507-836-8547   

srdc@swrdc.org | www.swrdc.org |  : SWRDCmn 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact: Jessica Welu, Communications Specialist   

507-836-1644 | jessicaw@swrdc.org 

 

Clean Energy Resource Teams Awarded SRDC’s 2019 Program of the Year 

SLAYTON, MN—Each year the Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) awards at 

least one Program or Project of the Year. The SRDC Awards Committee met to discuss potential 

projects and recommended the Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs) for its continuous effort 

toward helping Minnesotans build and apply clean energy practices across the state.  

CERTs are a statewide partnership with a shared mission to connect individuals and their 

communities to the resources they need to identify and implement community-based clean 

energy projects. CERTs got its start in 2004, when the SRDC began working with the University of 

Minnesota Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships (RSDP), the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce, and the Minnesota Project to implement a Clean Energy Resource Team in Southwest 

Minnesota. In 2007, CERT was written into state statute and expanded to cover the entire state.  

Today, statewide partners include the University of Minnesota Extension’s Regional Sustainable 
Development Partnerships, the Great Plains Institute, the SRDC, and the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce. CERTs staff engage communities across the seven CERT regions, each of which is 

guided by a local steering committee. CERTs has impacted 293,000 Minnesotans through grants, 

events and programs since 2009, and has helped Minnesotans save nearly 434 billion BTUs of 

energy and avoid $5.3 million in energy costs since 2010.  

CERTs received the 2019 Program of the Year Award at the SRDC Annual Meeting on Thursday, 

July 11, 2019 at Painted Prairie Vineyards, Currie, MN. Presented with the award were Lissa 

Pawlisch, CERTs Statewide Director; Kathryn Draeger, Director of the University of Minnesota 

Extension’s Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships; Rolf Nordstrom, President and CEO 

of the Great Plains Institute; Michelle Gransee, State Energy Office Clean Energy and Programs 

Manager of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources; and Jay 

Trusty, Executive Director of the Southwest Regional Development Commission. 

To learn more about CERTs, visit: www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org. 

### 
 

Organized in 1973, Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) is a nine-county development agency 

providing economic, community, and physical development, administrative services, and technical assistance to 

local units of government and regional businesses in Southwest Minnesota. The SRDC’s membership is comprised 
of representatives of townships, cities, counties, school boards, and public interest groups.   
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